A £ INSTRUCTION MANUAL




IMPORTANT INFORMATION

The Minolta Maxxum 8000i camera is designed to offer innovative functions and per-
formance through the combination of camera body, Maxxum AF lenses, Maxxum Flash
units, and other accessories distributed by Minolta. We thus caution users that the
attachment or use of incompatible lenses, flashes and accessories may result in unsat-
isfactory performance or damage to the Minolta Maxxum 8000i camera. To obtain
optimum performance throughout the life of your Minolta Maxxum 8000i camera, we rec-
ommend that you use only lenses, flashes and other accessories distributed or licensed by
Minolta for the Maxxum 8000i.



NAMES OF PARTS Accessory Shoe
Exposure-mode button (P.30, 50}
Program-reset button {(P.17) 2 \ Main switch (P.59}

Function-selector key (P.25, 44, 47} §
Card on/off key
Y

Function-adjustment
_button (P.25, 44, 47, 50)

Exposure-adjustment
button (P.49)

Strap eyelet

Shutter-release
button (P.15}

Setting control o
Mounting index

Aperture setting button
P4n

Lens contacts®

AF illuminator/
self-timer light
(P22, 52}

Lens release (P.7)

Mirror® 7

Focus-mode switch (P.21, 29}

* DO NOTTOUCH
For information on specific parts, refer to the
page numbers shown in parentheses.



Thank you for purchasing this camera. lts design is based on state-of-the-art AF SLR technology,
and we hope that it will provide you with many years of satisifying results.

Pressing the camera’s program-reset button readies it for completely automatic operation. Beyond
this, Maxxum 8000i allows for customization of six primary functions: focus mode, autofocus ares,
exposure mode, metering mode, exposure adjustment, and film-advance mode. A single switch is
used for changing the focus mode, while the other five functions are selected using the camera’s
setting control in combination with the appropriate button. Atanytime in the course of operation, all
settings can be returned to their standard positions by pressing the camera’s program-reset button;
in addition, the focus mode is reset 1o AF each time the camera is switched on.

Please take the time to read through this manual and learn about the 8000i's various features, and
then keep it handy for future reference; doing so will allow you to take full advantage of your new
camera, right from the start.
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SUMMARY OF OPERATION

‘4. Load film {p.10). k 5.Press the shutter-release button 8. Press the shutter-release button
partway down to focus {p.16). all-the-way down to take the
picture {p .17}



GETTING STARTED

Preparing the Camera
Basic Operation

&3]



1. PREPARING THE CAMERA
ATTACHING AND REMOVING THE LENS

To attach:
1. Remove the body and rear lens caps, as
shown,

When attaching or removing lenses, be care-
ful not to touch anything inside the camera,
especially the lens contacts or mirror. To
protect the lens contacts and elements, at-
tach the lens caps whenever thelensisnotin
use.

2. Align the red bead on lens barrel with the red
dot on camera’s fens mount. insert the lens
bayonet into the mount and turn the lens clock-
wise until it locks in place with a click.

if lens is not attached properly, -- appears in
the data panel’s aperture display when cam-
era is switched on.




To remove:

1. While pressing the lens release, turnthelens
counterclockwise as far as it will go, then lift
lens out of mount.

2. Attach another lens or the body cap to pre-
vent dust from entering the camera.

Care of Glass Surfaces
& Never touch lens elements or the camera’s
eyepiece with your fingers. If the lens

| becomes dirty, clean it gently with a lens

brush. Only if necessary, moisten a sheet of
lens tissue with one drop of lens-cleaning
fluid and, starting at the center and using a
circular motion, lightly wipe the surface of
the lens.

® Never lift the mirror or touch its surface,
since this may impair its alignment. Dust
specks on the mirror’s surface will not effect
exposure or picture quality. If dust on the
mirror is distracting, the camera can be
cleaned at an authorized Minolta service fa-
cility.




This camera uses a 6-volt 2CR5 lithium battery
that supplies power for all camera operations.

Battery Installation

1. With the main switch at LOCK, use a coinor
similar object to turn the battery-cover lock to
the OPEN position. Remove the battery cover.

If necessary, wips the battery terminals with
g dry cloth to ensure proper contact.

2. Insert the battery according to the marks in
the battery compartment.

3. Replace the battery cover and turn the bat-
tery-cover lock to the CLOSE position.

CAUTION

& Do not disassemble or short-circuit the
battery or subject it 1o high temperatures or
fire. The battery may explode or cause
burns.

® Read and follow all warnings and instruc-
tions supplied by the battery manufacturer.
® Keep batteries away from young children.




Battery-condition indicators
Each time you slide the main switch from LOCK to ON, the camera automatically checks the battery
and displays a condition indicator in the data panel;

Full-battery symbol appears for five seconds: Power is sufficient for
camera operation,

Low-battery symbol appears for five seconds: Power is sufficient but
getting low-— keep a fresh battery handy.

Low-battery symbol blinks: Camera can be operated, but the battery
will need to be changed soon.

Blinking low-battery symbol alone, or no display at all appears, and the
shutter cannot be released: Power is too low for normal operation—
replace the battery.

Incases @ and @, the battery-condition indicator appears whenever the shutter-release button
is pressed down. If no display appears when the main switch is set to ON, double-check that the
battery is inserted correctly before inserting a fresh one.




10

Film Loading

1. Slide the main switch to ON.

2. Open the back cover by sliding the back-cover
release downward. {When loading film for the
first time, remove and discard the protective
plastic cover that is attached to the pressure
plate.}

® Before opening the back cover, check that
O isdisplayed in the frame counter; if not, film
is already loaded and the camera should not
be opened. The type of film loaded can be
verified by checking the film window. (For
instructions to rewind a partially exposed rolt
of film, refer to pg. 19}

8 Always load film in subdued light, or at
least shaded from direct sunlight.

3. Placethe film cartridge into the film chamber,
as shown.

RIGHT WRONG
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Make sure the tip of the film is correctly shaped.
Otherwise, the film may not wind properly.



4. Extend the tip of the film past orange mark.
Make sure the holes in the lower edge of the film
engage the teeth on the sprocket.
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1 the film extends too far or does not lie flat,
gently push the excess back into the cartridge.

5. Close the back cover so that it snaps shut.
The camera will automatically wind the film to
the first frame, and T will appear in the frame
counter,

180 oG
| a.uy
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if the film is incorrectly loaded, the frame
counter remains at 0 and blinks, and the shutter
locks. Remove the film and repeat steps 310 5.
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Automatic Film Speed Setting

The film speed is set automatcally for IS0 25-
5000 DX-coded films. When loading film, be
sure 1o confirm the 1SO setting, which will be
displayed briefly in the data panei. If the film
speed set for & DX-coded film is different than
that printed on the film cartridge, the camera’s
DX-memory is active. Refer to the following
page for details on the DX-memory feature.

if you use film that is not DX coded, the previous
film speed setting will be retained; initially, this
value is set to 1580 100. Instructions for setting
the film speed manually are given in the next
column.

Setting the Film Speed Manually

if desired, you can manually override the DX-
coded film speed and reset the film speed 1o &
higher or lower value. Also, if you are using a
film that is not DX coded, this control shouid be
used to set the required film speed. Film speeds
can be set manually from IS0 25 to 6400, and
are selected in 1/3 stop increments.

To Set the film speed manually:

1. Open the card door on the right side of the
camera.

2. Press and release the film-speedbutton. The
current film-speed setting will be displayed in
the data panel, beside the film-speed mark
{(IS0).



3. Move the setting control right fo increase the
film speed, or left to decrease it. Holding the
control in either direction causes the film speed
to change continuously.

4. When the film speed that you want to set ap-
pears in the data panel, press the shutter-re-
lease button lightly to restore the operating dis-
play.

if step 4 is omitted, the film speed currently dis-
played in the data panelis set, and the operating
display returns within 5 seconds.

To confirm the film-speed setting during op-
eration, press the card door’s film-speed but-
ton: the current setting will be displayed in

the data panel for about b sec.

DX Memory

Onee you change the film speed for a DX-coded
film, the adjustment is retained in memory.
Untit a film with a new DX-coded I1SO rating is
inserted, the film speed that you have set man-
ually will be automatically applied to all film sub-
sequently loaded. Once a film with a new DX-
coded 1SO rating is inserted, the film-speed
memory will be erased.

The following sequence ilfustrates DX-memory
operation. It assumes that the DX-memory is
initially inactive.

Film Operation IS0 Setting
1. DX-coded ISO 100 film loaded 100
2. Film speed manually resset to
IS0 50 50
3. DX-coded 1SO 100 film loaded 50
4. DX-coded ISO 200 film loaded 200
5. DX-coded ISO 100 film loaded 100

13



2. BASIC OPERATION
HOLDING THE CAMERA

A

To obtain sharp, blur-free photos, hold the cam-
era as still as possible and steady it against your
face or body. Totake pictures, pressthe shutter-
release button gently with 2 slow, steady
squeeze— never a quick jab.

Two recommended ways of holding the camera
are shown here. f you grasp the camera firmly
with your right hand on its handgrip, you can
shift the camera back and forth for horizontal (A}
and vertical {B} pictures without removing your
hands from the controls. When using auto-
focus, make sure not to touch the lens focusing
ring or AF illuminator.



SHUTTER-RELEASE BUTTON

In describing camera operation, this manual
refers to two shutter-release button operating
positions: a pre-release, “partway-down” posi-
tion that activates the camera’s autofocus and
autoexposure systems, and an “all-the-way”
down position that triggers the shutter-release
sequence, Both operating positions, as well as
the rest position, are iljustrated at right.

The viewfinder focus and exposure signals func-
tion when the shutter-release button is pressed
partway down, whether you operate the camera
in automatic or manual mode. In manual mode,
they can assist you in setting focus and/or ex-
posure.

Hest Partway All-the-way
down: AF down:
and AE Shutter
activated released

In standard operation, described in the following
section, focus and exposure are set when the
shutter-release bution is pressed partway
down; autofocus-integrated metering ensures
that exposure is correct for the subject that you
focus on.

15




TAKING A PICTURE

This section describes the simplest way to op-
srate the camera,

1. Slide the main switch to ON, then press the
program-reset button to set the camera for fully
automatic operation.

2. Hold the camera firmly with your right hand
on its handgrip and support the lens with your
left hand.

3. While locking through the eyepiece, center
the focus frame on your subject and gently press
the shutter-release button partway down 1o fo-
cus.



4. When the green focus signal glows, press
the shutter-release button all-the-way down to
take the picture,

H

o
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After the picture is taken, the film is automat-
ically advanced and the frame counter increases
by one.

if the red rather than the green focus signal
blinks, focus the lens manually. Refer to the
E focusing section for more information.

Program Heset

Pressing the program-reset button brings the
camera’s main selectable functions 1o their
standard settings, including autofocus and auto-
exposure. If you are a first-time user and want
to get a feel for the way the camera operates
before learning about its functions in detail, this
is an easy way to get started. Once vou've
become familiar with the camera, the program-
reset button provides a way to rapidly return the
camera to standard operation, useful for when
you're through with a setting configuration
adopted for a particular shooting situation.

Whenever the program-reset button is pressed,
the camera is set to autofocus mode, wide focus
area, program exposure mode, multi-pattern
metering, single-frame advance mode, 200 ex-
posure adjustment; also, self-timer and multiple
exposure functions will be canceled if previously
set.
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FILM REWIND

Automatic Film Rewind

After the last frame on the roll is exposed, the
camera automatically starts rewinding the film.
With a fresh battery loaded in the camera, it
normally takes 8 seconds to rewind a 24-
exposure film. While rewind is in progress, the
frame counter displays the frame number of the
last exposure.

When film rewind is complete, the frame count-
er displays 0 and the data panel’s film-cartridge
mark blinks to indicate that the film cartridge can
beremoved. Openthecamerabackandremove
the film. The shutter remains locked if a re-
wound film cartridge is left in the film chamber.

if it's necessary 10 change batteries before
rewind is complete, press the rewind button
to restart after the new battery is installed.




The film leader will be wound all the way into
the cartridge. I you want the film leader 1o
be left out after the film is rewound, you can
use the Customized Function Card to change
this function. See p. 84 for more details
about this and other Creative Expansion
Cards.

If you accidentally open the camera back
before the film is rewound, close it imme-
diately. Press the rewind button to finish
rewinding the film. Light falling on the film
will ruin many of the pictures, but your quick
action may save a few.

Manual Start of Film Rewind

You can also rewind and remove a roll of film
before the last picture is taken. To start film
rewind manually, simply open the card door on
the right side of the camera and press the

19



OPERATION IN DETAIL

Focus
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Metering

Film Advance
Exposure Options
Additional Information




BASIC INFORMATION AND MODE

SELECTION

T

While either autofocus or manual focus can be
selected, autofocus is the camera’s standard fo-
cusing mode, and is set sach time the camera is
switched on.

To change the focus mode, slide the focus-mode
switch downwards and then release it; spring
action returns the switch to its rest position, and
the new focus mode will be set. Whenever
manual focus mode is selected, MFOCUS is
displayed in the data panel.

 AUTOFOCUS (AF}

Operation and Viewfinder Focus Signals

Set to AF mode, the camera focuses automat-
ically when the shutter-release button is
pressed partway down. With most subjects,
focus is rapidly set: the viewfinder displays a
focus confirmation signal and the picture can be
taken.

The AF system is capable of focusing on both
still and moving subjects. With moving sub-
jects, focus is adjusted continuously according
to changes in subject position; in addition, Pre-
dictive Focus Contral improves autofocus oper-
ation for moving subjects that are approaching
the camera by automatically compensating for
the change in subject position that occurs dur-
ing the shutter-release sequence.

21
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Autofocus itself depends on the detection of
subject contrast by the AF system. For low light,
low contrast subjects, the camera’s AF illumi-
nator is automatically activated when the shut-
ter-release button is pressed partway down; by
projecting a beam of red light onto the subject,
the AF illuminator, which has a range of 3.3 to
30 ft. {with 50mm lens, based on Minglta’s
standard test method), provides the contrast
needed for autofocus operation.

' The AF illuminator does not operate when
| the lens focal length is equal to or greater %
than 210mm. i

1

The focus signal displayed in the viewfinder
when you press the shutter-release button
down depends on whether the subject is still or:
moving, and on whether or not the camera is
able to find focus. When you operate the
camera in AF mode, the shutter remains locked
if focus cannot be confirmed. Known as focus-
priority operation, this design reduces the
possibility of your taking an out-of-focus picture.



Moving

For Confirmed ®  {green

'
s+ ® =@ - @ I(green)

Focus Not Confirmed “®@= (red)

an
)

- {3 - @((3‘}} {green)

For low-contrast subjects beyond the AF
illuminator’'s range, the camera may be unable
to confirm focus (Fig. A); in these cases, use
focus hold {p.26) or focus manually (p.29). The
focus-not-confirmed signal for a moving subject
will be displayed if its speed is too fast for auto-
focusing. Refer to p.28 for more information on
subjects difficult to autofocus.

23



24

Wide Fogcus Area

Focus-area selection

The 80001 uses three autofocus sensors for
subject detection: a horizontal sensor aligned
with the center of the viewfinder frame, and a
flanking vertical sensor on each side of the
center sensor. When the camera is set to wide
focus area {t 3, all three sensors are used fo
determine focus. When center focus area{t=3}is
selected, only the center sensor is used.

Wide Focus Area

Wide focus area is set automatically by the cam-
era when you press the program-reset bution.
it is convenient for general photographic
situations, and especially useful for autofocus-
ing on fast-moving subjects. Even if the main
subject is not in the exact center of the frame,
the camera will focus correctly.

Center Focus Area

if the camera is set to wide focus area, it may be
difficult to focus on one person standing in a
crowd, since more than one subject will fill the
focus area. By selecting center focus area, you
can limit autofocus sensitivity to the small area
marked in the center of the viewfinder. Center
focus area is also useful for taking closeup pho-
tographs.



. Iralrans
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To select the focus area:

1. Press the function-selector key so that the
data panel’'s function pointer is beneath the
focus area indicator.

2. While pressing the function-adjustment
(FUNC) button in, slide the setting control in ei-
ther direction to select the alternate focus area.

The currently selected focus area is indicated in
the data panel.

25
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Focus Hold

Focus nold makes it easy 10 handle subjects
positioned outside the focus frame when you
operate the camera in autofocus mode. By tem-
porarily memorizing a set of exposure and focus
settings, it allows you to take advantage of auto-
focus in situations where the main subject is
framed off-center, or even at the edge of the
frame.

Focus hold can be operated in two ways: with
the shutter-release button alone, or by using the
shutter-release button in combination with the
focus-hold button. The main difference be-
tween the two is duration. Using the shutter-
release button alone, focus is held for a single
exposure only; with the focus-hold button, the
AF system is actually disengaged (M. FOCUS
will be displayed in the data panel} and the cur-
rent focus setting will be held as long as the
focus-hold button is pressed in.

To use focus hold, first center the focus frame on
your subject, then pressthe shutter-release but-
ton partway down so that the green focus signal
glows. For operation with the shutter-release
button alone, simply recompose the picture as
desired, making sure that the green focus signal
continues to glow, then press the shutter-re-
lease button ali-the-way down to take the pic-
ture.



For operation with the focus-hold button, follow
the same procedure, except press and hold the
focus-hold button before recomposing the
picture. The focus set in the first step will be
locked as long as the focus hold button is
pressed, even if you let go of the shutter-release
button.

When focus hold is operated using the
shutter-release button alone:

@ If when you recompose the picture another
subject at a closer distance than your main
subject enters the autofocus zone, focus may
shift,

@ Exposure will remain locked only in multi-
pattern metering mode; in center-weighted
average metering mode, exposure may
change when the picture is recomposed.

Using the Customized Function Card,
available separately, the focus-hold button’s
function can be changed so that it selects
continuous autofocus or center-area focus.
Refer to the card’s manual for more infor-
mation.




@ If two subjects are at different distances with-
The camera’s autofocus system will produce  in the focus frame, focus manually (A).

Special Focusing Situations

# If a subject composed of alternating light and

sharp pictures in nearly any situation. In those
dark lines fills the focus frame, focus manually

cases where focus is not correctly set, however,
manual focus is recommended. (B}

28



MANUAL FOCUS

e

The lens can be focused manually by turning the
lens focusing ring, and checking for sharpness
on the focusing screen;

To use manual focus:

1. Switch the camera on, then slide the focus-
mode switch downwards so that M.FOCUS is
displayed in the data panel. {The focus-mode
switch will return to its rest position when
released, but manual focus mode will remain
set; to restore autofocus mode, slide the focus-
mode switch down again.}

e A NI
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2. Turn the focusing ring until the subject ap-
pears sharp on the focusing screen.

3. Press the shutter-release bution all-the-way
down to take picture. {(When using manual fo-
cus, focus-priority operation is not in effect: The
shutter can be released at any time, even if the
subject is not in focus.}

When focusing manually, you can activate
the viewfinder focus signals by maintaining
light pressure on the shutter-release button.
If conditions are sufficient for subject detec-
tion by the autofocus sensors, the green
focus signal will glow when the subject
comes into focus; otherwise, the red focus
signal will blink,

29
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BASIC INFORMATION AND MODE SELECTION

Four exposure modes are available with this
camera, including three autoexposure modes
and a manual exposure (M} mode. The autoex-
posure modes are Program (P}, Aperture priority
(A} and Shutter-priority {S).

in P mode, aperture and shutter speed are set
automatically by the camera.

In A and § modes, you select the aperture or
shutter speed, respectively, and the camera au-
tomatically makes the other setting to obtain
correct exposure. In M exposure mode, you di-
rectly control both the shutter speed and ap-
erture settings, and thus overall exposure. Ina
wide variety of lighting situations, P mode pro-
vides precisely metered, correctly exposed im-
ages; in other situations, you may want 10 ex-
ercise more direct control over exposure, and for
this purpose A, S, and M modes are suitable.

To select the exposure mode:

1. Press the MODE button.

2. Keeping the MODE button pressed in, move
the setting control in either direction until the
ietter for the exposure mode you want o use ap-
pears on the data panel.

When you slide the setting control, the exposure
mode changes in the order shown at right.



P mode can also be selected by pressing the
program-reset button; since doing so also
resets other camera functions to their stand-
ard positions, however, the procedure de-
scribed on p.30 should be used if you wish 1o
keep previously selected alternate settings of
other camera functions.
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P: PROGRAM MODE

In P mode the camera automatically setsthe ap-
erture and shutter speed, based on light read-
ings from the metering system, and on the type
of the lens in use focal length and minimum ap-
erture). The program lines followed for lenses
of various focal lengths are shown at right. Each
program is designed to select a shutter speed
that is fast enough to minimize blur caused by
camera shake.

Operating the camera in P mode leaves you free
1o concentrate on composition and other picture
elements. When the shutter-release button is
pressed partway down, the camera measures
the ambient light, automatically determines cor-
rect exposure, and displays its program setting
in the data panel. Shutter speed and aperture
settings are made steplessly, and displayed 1o
the nearest half-stop setting.

Fas

b

F22
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When the ambient light level is beyond the
camera’s metering range, the viewfinder
exposure signals blink {A). When the re-
quired exposure setting is beyond the cam-
era’s coupling range, 8000 and the smallest
available aperture setting blink in the view-
finder and data panel displays (B}. In low
light, attach a flash; for bright conditions, use
of a neutral density filter is recommended.

Program Shift

Program shift lets you select other aperture-
shutter speed combinations without changing
the exposure. The program can be shifted in
half-stop increments. Moving the setting con-
trol to the left shifts the exposures to a slower
shutter speed and smaller aperture. A shift in
this direction might be used to create a height-
ened sense of subject movement if the camera
is panned during exposure. Moving the setting
control to the right shifts the exposure towards a
faster shutter speed and a wider aperture.

@ Shifted settings are held for five seconds
after you lift your finger from the shutter-re-
{ease button. To take several pictures using
program shift, maintain light pressure on the
shutier-release button.

® When using zoom lenses, shift the pro-
gram after zooming; otherwise, the shifted
setting will also change.
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A: APERTURE-PRIORITY MODE

in A mode you can set the aperture to control
depth of field and the camera will automatically
set the shutter speed required for correct ex-
posure at that aperture setting.

To set the aperture: With the camera setto A
mode, use the setting control to select the ap-
erture. Moving the control to the right sets a
smaller aperture number, and to the left sets a
larger aperture number. The aperture setfting
changes in half-stop increments sach time you
move the setting controf; holding the setting
control in either direction causes the aperture
value to change continuously.

You can set any available aperture within the
aperture range indicated on the AF lens you are
using. For example, the AF B0mm/1.7 lens is
marked 1:1.7 {22}, indicating an aperture range
of /1.7 t0f/22.
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® |f the shutter speed required for correct
exposure at the aperture setting you have
selected is not available, the data panel’s
shutter speed display blinks {A). If 8000
blinks, close down the aperture until the
blinking stops; if 30 blinks, open up the aper-
ture until the blinking stops. f both view-
finder exposure signals blink, the ambient
light level is beyond the camera’s metering
range (Bl
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Large Aperture

Small Aperture

The size of the lens aperture through which light
from the subject enters the camera is an impor-
tant factor in determining depth of field, or the
distance range behind and in front of the subject
that will be in focus. A mode allows you to vary
ihe size of the aperture in order to control the
depth of field in a particular way, without sacri-
ficing the convenience of autoexposure.

Depth of Field

As shown in the example photos above, the
depth of field becomes greater as the size of the
lens aperture decreases. A large aperture set-
ting might be useful if you want to separate a
subject from its surroundings, while a smali
aperture would be preferred when youwant the
focus range 1o extend as far as possible, asina
landscape picture.



Apertures are commonly expressed as f-num-
bers, or {-stops, and these are the valuesthat are
displayed in the data panel and viewfinder dur-
ing camera operation. An f-number is a ratio of
lens focal length to aperture diameter. For this
reason, with a given focal length lens £/8, for
instance, indicates a larger aperture than /11,

The change between two aperture settings that

results in either a doubling or halving of the
amount of light reaching the film is referred to
as a one-stop difference. Listed below are the
available apertures when vou use the AF 50mm
/1.7 lens. Since successive values represent
half-stop changes, it would be necessary to
move two positions— for instance, from /16 to
f/11 — to change the exposure by one stop.

17 2 24 28 35 4 45

Available apertures, in A and M modes, using the AF 50mm /1.7 lens
56
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S: SHUTTER-PRIQRITY MODE

S mode is most useful for taking pictures of
moving subjects. You can use fast shutter
speeds, up to 1/8000 of a second, to freeze the
action, or slower speeds to intentionally blur
subject movement. The camera automatically
sets the aperture required for correct exposure
at the shutter speed you've selected, and dis-
plays it to the nearest half-stop.

To set the shutter speed: With S mode set,
move the setting control to the left to set a slow-
er speed, and to theright for a faster speed. Each
time you move the setling control, the shutter
speed changes by one stop; holding the sefting
control in erther position causes the shutter
speed to change continuously.
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@ if the lens’ minimum aperture setting
blinks in the data panel, set a faster shutter
speed until the blinking stops; if the lens’
largest aperture setting blinks, reduce the
shutter speed until the blinking stops (A).

@ |f both viewfinder exposure signals blink,
the light level is beyond the camera’s me-
tering range (B}, In low light, use a Program
flash unit {see page 56}

& Although the bulb setting can be selected
in 8§ mode, it cannot be used. lLong expo-
sures can only be taken in Manual exposure
mode. Refer to the following section for
more information.




Siow Shutter Speed

Your choice of shutter speed is an important
factor in determining how moving subjects will
be recorded. Slow shutter speeds, such as 1/
30 or 1/15 of a second, will make moving sub-
jects appear to flow.

Fast Shutter Speed

Fast shutter speeds, such as 1/500 or 1/1000
of a second, can be used to freeze the action of a
moving subject. When using telephoto lenses,
a fast shutter speed should be used to prevent
image blur caused by camera shake.

Listed below are the selectable shutter-speed settings in M and § modes.

1/8000 1/4000 172000 1/1000 1/500 1/250 17125 1/60 1/30 1/15 1/8

1/4 1/2 17 2% 47 8" 15" 307 {bulb) (Bulb setting should only be used in M mode)}

selectable in half-stop seftings.

Using the Customized Function Card, operation can be modified so that shutter speeds are
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M: MANUAL EXPOSURE MODE
Manual mode can be used when you want full
creative control of exposure. In this mode, you
can set the aperture to control depth of field, and
the shutter speed 1o control the expression of
subject movement. Viewfinder exposure sig-
nals make it easy to set the camera for correct
exposure. If desired, you can also vary the expo-
sure based on your own experience.

To set the shutter speed: Move the setting
control to the right to set a faster shutter speed,
and to the left to set a slower shutter speed; the
shutter speed changes in fuli-stop increments.



To set the aperture: While holding in the ap-
erture-setting button, move the setting control
to the left to set a larger aperture number (smali-
er aperture opening} and to the right to set a
smaller aperture number (larger aperture open-
ing}, the aperture changes in half-stop in-
crements.

in M mode, the viewfinder exposure signals
appear when the shutter-release bution is
pressed partway down, allowing you to compare
the current exposure with that which would be
made by the camera in an autoexposure mode,
The metering signals that appear during M
mode operation are as follows:

Exposure correctly set

Slide setting control to the
right

m Slide setting control to the
left

Light level beyond metering

BRI  ronge. correct exposure

cannot be determined

The ~ and + symbols indicate whether the
picture will be underexposed or overexposed,
respectively, at the current exposure settings.
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BASIC INFORMATION

The camera determines exposure by evaluating
tight reflected into the lens from your subject, a
system known as through-the-lens (TTL} me-
tering. By selecting the way in which the re-
flected light is evaluated, you can tailor the cam-
era’s metering system to suit either a particular
shooting situation, or a personal preference. The
camera’s three metering modes, and their
indicator displays in the viewfinder and data
panel, are:

Multi-pattern: &
Center-weighted average: '©
Spot: v

Multi-pattern metering is the camera’s stand-
ard metering mode, and gives cotrect exposure
in a wide variety of situations. in this mode, the
image area is divided into six segments from
which separate meter readings are taken. Un-
like spot or center-weighted average metering,
multi-pattern metering integrates subject posi-
tion data from the autofocus system; based on
autofocus data, light readings from the different
cell segments are combined to generate an ex-
posure setting tailored to the subject. For gen-
eral picture-taking situations, multi-pattern me-
tering should give excellent results.



Center-weighted average metering evaiuates
the hght level of the overall image area, inde-
pendent of the autofocus system. The sensi-
tivity of the metering pattern is graded so that
the center of the image area, where the main
subject is usually found, influences the expo-
sure setting more strongly than do the outer
areas of the image.

In Spot metering mode the metering system
restricts its measurement to the circular area
marked in the center of the viewfinder frame,
about 2.3% of the actual image area. if you're
shooting & high-contrast subject, spot metering
can be used to selectively meter a mid-tone
area,
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MODE SELECTION

Multi-pattern and Center-weighted-average
metering

To select multi-pattern or center-weighted
average metering:

1. Press the function selector key so that the
function pointer is beneath the metering-mode
indicator.

2. While holding in the function-adjustment
button, slide the setting control in either direc-
tion so that the indicator for the appropriate me-
tering mode is displayed.

Multi-pattern metering can also be selected
by pressing the Program Reset button; since
doing so also resets other camera functions
to their standard positions, howaver, the pro-
cedure described above should be used if you
wish to keep previously selected alternate
| settings of other camera functions.




Spot Metering

Uniike multi-pattern or center-weighted aver-
age metering, spot-metering is selected on a
temporary basis only. Activated by holding
down the SPOT button, spot metering overrides
the current metering mode, and its measured
exposure is retained as long as the SPOT button
is held in; once the SPOT button is released, the
previously active metering mode is restored.

TN
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Spot metering area

To use spot metering:

1. Focus on the subject.

2. Aim the camera so that a mid-tone area fills
the spot-metering area, then press in the SPOT
button.
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3. Keeping the SPOT button pressed in, re-
compose the frame as needed and release the
shutter.

46

In autoexposure modes, the spot button must
be kept pressed until the shutter is released;
in manual exposure mode, the spot button
need only be held to obtain the exposure
readout, either through the viewfinder or
data panel display. While the SPOT button
is pressed in, < is displayed at the bottom of
the viewfinder.

With a Minolta i-series Program flash in use and
the camera set 1o either P mode or A mode, you
can use the spot button to program a slower
shutter speed {In this case, spot metering does
not function]. Refer to the flash’'s instruction
manual for more information about slow-shut-
ter sync.



1 I® T

This camera gives you a choice of two film-
advance modes. In single-frame mode (%, the
film is advanced one frame each time you re-
lease the shutter. In continuous mode (3}, suc-
cessive exposures are made and the film is
advanced continuously, at up to 3 frames per
second, while the shutter-release button is held
down. When you operate the camera in contin-
uous mode, with autofocus set, the focus setting
is adjusted between exposures to ensure sharp
pictures.

To select the film-advance mode:

1. Press the function-selector key to move the
function pointer under the film-advance mode
indicator in the data panel.

2. Hold down the function-adjustment (FUNC}
button and slide the setting control in either
direction 1o change the film-advance mode.
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The exposure-adjustment function offers a
quick way to selectively bias exposure. Itis use-
ful for subjects that, based on experience, you
think should be over- or underexposed, com-
pared with exposure at the nominal ISO setting,
or for making several different exposures of a

scene {exposure bracketing) to make sure that
one of them is exposed precisely the way you
want. Easily operated, and with a correspond-
ing viewfinder display, exposure adjustment is
designed so that you can use it without remov-
ing your eve from the viewfinder.



To set an exposure adjustment:

1. Press in the exposure-adjustment button.

2, While keeping the button held in, move the
setting control to the right for increased expo-
sure adjustments, and 1o the left for decreased
exposure adjustments. The adjustment range
is -+ 4 stops, and is set in half-stop increments.

Whenever an exposure adjustment is set, the -
or + signal will appear in viewfinder and data
panel. The actual adjustment can be confirmed
at any time by pressing the exposure adjustment
bution.

| Remember to reset the exposure adjustment

to + 0.0 when you're through using it; oth- g
erwise, subsequent exposures will be over- !
or underexposed. |
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MULTIPLE EXPOSURE

The 8000i‘s multiple-exposure function enables
you 1o expose a single frame two or more times.
Used skillfully, it is a technique that can lead to
unusual and pleasing images.

To set multiple-exposure operation:

While holding in the FUNC and MODE buttons,
slide the setting control in either direction. ME
will appear in the data panel to indicate that the
camera is set for multiple exposure operation.

if you change vour mind after setting the |
camera for a multiple exposure, it can be |
easily canceled by repeating the setting pro- g

| cedure. l




When single-frame film advance is set, a double
exposure can be made. After the first exposure
is taken, both the film position and the frame
counter remain unchanged. Following the sec-
ond exposure, the film and frame counter ad-
vance, and multiple exposure is automatically
canceled.

When singie-frame advance is set, multiple
exposure can be canceled after the initial ex-
posure is made by repeating the setting pro-
cedure {i.e., sliding the setting control while
pressing in both the FUNC and MODE but-
tons).

if the Data Memory Card is in use, the last
exposure of a multi-exposure sequence will
be retained in memory.

if continuous film advance is used with multiple
exposure, a single frame will be exposed re-
peatediy as long as the shutter-release button is
held down. Once you let go of the shutter-re-
lease button, the film and frame counter ad-
vance, and multiple exposure will be automat-
ically canceled.

# When the camera is set for autoexposure
operation, each step in a multi-exposure se-
quence is exposed as if it were the only ex-
posure on the frame. In cases where the
background is dark and the subject doesn’t
overlap in successive steps, exposure should
be correct. In other cases, exposure com-
pensation may berequired. For double expo-
sures, each exposure should be reduced by
one stop; for other multi-exposures you may
need to experiment to determine the correct
exposure compensation.

& For multiple exposures, avoid using the
first or last several frames on a roll of film; the
degree of film curl occuring on those portions
of the roll may adversely affect image regis-
tration.
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SELF-TIMER
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The self-timer allows vou 10 set a ten-second
shutter-release delay.

To operate the self-timer:

1. Open the card door and press the self-timer
{©) button. The self-timer indicator { ©®) will ap-
pear in the data panel.

52

2. Focus the lens and attach the eyepiece cap.
3. Press the shutter-release button all-the-way
down 1o start the self-timer. During countdown
the self-timer light and the data panel’s self-
timer indicator blink twice a second.



Before starting the self-timer, confirm that focus
is correctly set by checking for the green focus
signal; autofocus does not function once the
self-timer is started. To take another picture
using the self-timer, repeat steps 1-3.

Following step 1, the self-timer can be can-
celed by pressing the self-timer button a
second time. Once started, it can be reset by
moving the main switch to LOCK; when the
camera is next switched on, self-timer mode
will be set and self-timer operation can be
started by pressing the shutter-release
button.
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LONG EXPOSURES

The bulb shutter-speed position can be used for
making exposures of longer than 30 seconds
duration. Long exposures are appropriate for
photographing a variety of subjects, including
fireworks, lightning storms, city skylines after
sunset, stc.

To make a long exposure:

1. Mountthe cameraon atripod. Be careful not
to overtighten the the tripod’s mounting screw,
and not to use a screw longer than 1/4 in.

{5.4mm).

For extended exposures using the buib set-
ting, installation of a fresh battery is recom-
mended.




2. Set the camera to M exposure mode, then
slide the setting control to the left until bulb
appears in the data panel.

3. Set the aperture.

4. Focus the lens, and then attach the eyepiece.
5. Release the shutter. (At bulb, the shutter
remains open as long as the shutter-release
button is held down.}

For making long exposures, use of a remote
cord, either RC-10005 or RC-1000L, is
strongly recommended 1o minimize camera
shake. Both cords have locking shutter-re-
lease buttons, convenient for keeping the
shutter open for extended periods. To attach a
remote cord, remove the remote control ter-
minal cover and insert the remote cord plug.
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FLASH PHOTOGRAPHY

Your Maxxwum 8000i uses an advanced flash
conirol system for correct flash exposures any-
time— in daylight, low light, or total darkness. In
all exposure modes, the camera’s TTL {through-
the-lens} flash metering system controls the
flash output 1o ensure proper exposure.

When using a dedicated flash, two flash signals
appear in the viewfinder.

The flash-on signal appears whenever the flash
unit will fire when charged. in P mode, the
camera automatically activates and fires the
flash when the light level is very low or if fill flash
isrequired. A special fill-flash program lightens
shadows without washing out highlight details,
and controls the background exposure in bright-
er conditions. The flash-ready signal blinks
slowly when the flash is charged, and then rap-
idly, following exposure to confirm sufficient ex-
posure.



With Fill Flash

Without Fill Flash

|
R
!
!
|
i
i

The camera’s sync terminal accepts PC-type
sync cords from flash units that do not have a
not-shoe contact. Note that with such units,
TTL-flash metering does not operate; use man-
ual exposure mode and set the shutter speed to
1/125 sec. or slower. Refer to the flash's in-
struction manual to determine the aperture re-
quired for correct exposure, or use a flash meter.

Using the Customized Function Card enables
you to set the shutter speed as highas 1/180
sec. in manual-exposure-mode flash appli-
cations.,
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Flash Operation with i-series Flashes

: Expgsurg Mgde   :  :‘  0

P.S Fiash fires automatically when required*®

A Flash fires each time the shutter is released, and X-sync speed is set
to 1/200 sec. Any aperture can be set.

M Flash fires each time the shutter is released. Any aperture, and any

shutter speed, from 1/200 to 30 sec. can be selected.

* With an i-series flash attached and switched
on, pressing the aperture-setting button causes .
the flash to fire each time the shutter isreleased. §




MAIN SWITCH

When the main switch is at ON, all camera
functions operate and you can take pictures. At
LOCK position, main camera functions are
switched off, and the shutter will not release.
When not using the camera, setthe main switch
to LOCK to prevent accidental exposures and
ensure optimum battery life. When film is
loaded, the current frame number remains
displayed in the data panel when the main
switch is set to LOCK.

When vou switch the camera on, with a
Maxxum AF lens attached, the camera’s auto-
focus system adjusts the lens extension in prep-
aration for autofocus operation. Similarly,
when the camera is switched to LOCK, the
autofocus system automatically retracts the
lens to its shortest extension for ease of carrying
or storage.

COLD-WEATHER OPERATION

Lithium batteries provide excellent performance
in cold weather. However, if you plan to shoot
many rolls of film outdoors at temperatures at or
below 32°F (0°C), we recommend that you carry
the camera inside your coat to keep it warm
when you are not taking pictures. You may also
wish to carry a gpare battery in a warm pocket,
so that you can change the battery, if necessary.
Do not discard a cold battery. After itwarms up,
its capacity will be restored.

BATTERY PERFORMANCE

The B-volt 2CR5 lithium battery should provide
sufficient power for shooting up to 50 rolls of 24-
exposure film. These figures are based on
Minolta’s standard test method using a fresh
battery at 68°F (20°C). Actual battery perform-
ance will depend on how you use the camera.
Also if you install a freshly purchased battery
that has been in prolonged storage, battery
performance may vary.
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ATTACHING THE NECKSTRAP AND EYEPIECE CAP

A neckstrap is supplied with your Maxxwum  -plied and can be slipped onto the neckstrap to
8000i for easy carrying. Attachittothecamera  keep it handy for use.
as shown above. An eyepiece cap is also sup-
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Evepiece Tap

The eyepiece cap slides over the eyepiece 1o
prevent stray light from entering the camera and
affecting exposure. lt should be used whenever
the eyepiece is not shielded by your head, as
when using the self-timer or when operating
the camera by remote control. To attach the
eyepiece cap, first remove the eyepiece cup,
then slip the cap over the frame.

An accessory shoe cap is supplied that slips into
the accessory shoe to protect the contacts from
dust and grime. When using a flash unit, slip
the acccessory shoe cap into the eyepiece cap.

When using the sync terminal, the sync cap can
also be stored in the eyepiece cap, as shown.
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PROBLEM

CAUSE

SOLUTION

No display in the data panel
when the camera is
switched on

Battery exhausted
Battery not installed correctly

Install a fresh battery.

Remove the battery and install
it correctly.

-- appears in the data
panel’s aperture indicator

Lens not attached correctly

Contacts on camera and/or
lens are dirty

Attach lens so that it locks in
place with a click.

Clean contacts with a dry, clean
cloth.

HELP displayed in the data
panel

Winding motor problem

Remove the battery, then
reinstall it

Autofocus does not work or
the lens does not focus
when the shutter-release
button is pressed

Camera set to manual focus

Lens’ zooming grip is positioned
in the macro range
Lens is not attached correctly

Subject difficult 1o autofocus

Set the camera to autofocus
mode.

Move the zooming grip back
into the zoom range.

Attach the lens so that it locks
in place with a click.

Focus manually.




PROBLEM

CAUSE

SOLUTION

Camera can't be shifted out
of P mode

Creative Expansion Card in use

Use the card key to switch the
card off.

If the Customized Function

| Card is being used, reset the

program.

Single-frame advance can't
be selected

Exposure Bracketing Card or
Automatic Program Shift
Card in use

Switch the card off, then reset
the film-advance mode

Flash doesn't fire or =
signal doesn't appear

Flash's power switch at OFF
position

Flash not attached correctly

Switch the flash ON.

Attach the unit so that it locks
in place with a click.

Focus is not adjusted when
using flash

Distance to subject is too close
or too far

Subject's reflectivity is too low
for autofoucsing

Check that the subject is within
the flash range.

Focus on another subiect at the
same distance away as the
main subject.

Card system does not
function

Card not installed correctly

Install the card correctly.
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ACCESSORIES

Creative Expansion Cards

The Creative Expansion Card system provides a
unique way to expand the BO00i's capabilities to
meet specific needs.

Although illustrations in the manuals for
some of the cards show a different camera
body, card operation with the 80001 is correct
as described.

Multiple Exposure Card — Designed exclu-
sively for the Maxxum 8000i, this card allows
you to make up to nine exposures on the same
frame.

Besides its standard mode, in which each ex-
posure in the seguence is made at the “normal”
exposure value, the card offers "Fade-in” and
“Fade-out” modes that produce a series of grad-
ed exposure changes from the normal value.
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Fiash Bracketing Card — Allows vou to shoot a
series of flash exposures with a preset exposure
change in each frame. Three, five, or seven
exposures can be set, with changes in exposure
of 0.5 or 1 EV steps.

Multi Spot Memory Card — Allows you to
store exposure values for up to eight spots areas
within a scene, and then expose the scene
based on the average of these multiple readings.
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Highlight/Shadow Control Card — Enables
you to reproduce highlight and shadow tones
more naturally. Used with the camera’s spot
metering system, it automatically increases
exposure 2.3 stops for highlights and decreases
exposure 2.7 stops for shadows,

BRACKET

MINOOA

Exposure Bracketing Card — This card allows
you to program the 8000i to make a series of
exposures with a selectable exposure adjust-
ment between exposures. Three, five, or seven
exposures can be programmed and an exposure
change of 0.3, 0.5, or 1 stop can be selected.



Automatic Program Shift Card — This card
programs a three-frame exposure series in
which the overall exposure remains the same
but the aperture/shutter speed combination
varies; it lets you record a given scene three dif-
ferent ways. The size of the program shift can
be set to one, two, or three stops.

Fantasy Effect Card — Causes the camera to
automatically shift the focus during exposure to
provide a mixture of two different creative ef-
fects. One is a soft-focus effect which softens
edges and details for a misty, dreamlike effect.
The other is a zoom-like sffect which adds
impact to your pictures.
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Data Memory Card — Lets you store 3 variely
of exposure data for up to 40 exposures on a
given roll of film. Exposure mode, shutter
speed, aperture, exposure adjustment, lens
focal length, and maximum lens aperture data
can be stored and then recalled when you want
to check exposure settings.

Sports Action Card — Controls the camera’s
basic settings for taking pictures of fast-moving
subjects. The autoexposure program is auto-
matically shifted according to subject distance
and lens focal length in use.

e

Portrait Card — Uses a special exposure pro-
gram to provide depth of field suitable for pdr-
traits. This program automatically adjusts aper-
ture and shutter speed so that your subject is
separated from the background.



Automatic Depth Control Card — This card
automatically controls the camera’s aperture
setting to maximize depth of field so that both
foreground and background subjects will be in
sharp focus.

CLOSER.

Closeup Card — Sets a special exposure pro-
gram that provides depth of field suitable for
close-up and macro shots. 1t sets the aperture
based on subject magnification, and selects the
shutter speed to provide correct exposure at that
aperture.

Customized Function Card — This card lets
you tailor several of the camera’s standard fea-
tures to suit personal tastes. Among the fea-
tures that may be modified are:
Frame number: increasing or decreasing
Film rewind: automatic or manual start
Film leader: rewound into cartridge or left
out
Focus hold button: focus hold, center area
focusing or continous focus adjsutment
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Maxxum AF Lenses

The entire system of Maxwum AF lenses is
usable with your Maxxum 8000i camera. Be-
sides a wide range of zoom and fixed focal
length lenses, special application optics such as
the AF Reflex 500mm, and the recently intro-
duced AF Macro Zoom 3X-1X are also availa-
ble. Visit your Minolta dealer for more infor-
mation about Maxxum AF lenses and acces-
sories.




Maxotum AF Lenses Basic Specifications

temats/

Filter

s 0n

tens Angle of T Bnimum Dimer?sions | Weight Lens Elgments/ . Angle of Min%mnm:MimmEm% Dimensions
View Apertwre | dia} | [dis xiengthl ; Broups View Fotus Aperturs idia. x length}

| AF 16/2.8 Fisheye E 078 /22 sgrat } 20 in :§4’/g a2 iAF 24.50/4 /7 iR f/Zé” |

aF 20728 o 08t T2mm iy 1OVis0n]  AFZBES/35A5 | 13/10 | 750280 | 268 472227 i
AF 24728 ) 88 f [eX:3 B&mm | AF28-135/4-48 161 3 750,187 £/22-27 ¢ Timn !
AFR8/2 ) 578 BT 18 fr'22~ gém??“ AF 35-80/4-88 6 3} 3 1§/22.32 | 46mm

AF28/28 :\VF 35-1058/35-45

AF 38 : Wii AFT0-210/35-48

AF 3872 4

AF75300/4555 |

AFBD/1.4

AFB0/1.7 AF 80-200/45-58 35e2°30
AFBB/14 AF 100-300/4 888
AE 10672 &F 50/2.8 Macro 7/6
AF138/28 5Bmm &F 300/7 8 Mascrp 878 24°
| AF 200728 Aso P2 Working |
BxiZmm [Distanes
AF 506/28 Apo /8 | 8100 | B2R | /32 | integral | AF Macro Zoom s B 18
&F BO0/4 Apo 4%18 08 t732 | integeal [ S G e Zs?:i‘zm i34
| AF Refiax B00/87 . 7.5 5¢ 1B e integrs!
AF 1.4X Tale™ 574 B N 24 % hsin
Canverter §f Ape
*1 Used with Maxxum 80001, 70001 or 5000, can be opsrated in either autofocus or " . — -
manual focus mode; with other Maxxum AF SLR cameras (Maowm 30001, 5000, AF2x T@%r ¢ 85 _ _ - PNy
7000, 9000} manual focus only, by reference to the viewfinder soreen, is pessible Carverter it Apo

2 Size of subjsct that fills the fiim plane

3 oW HxD

4

cannot be used with AF 80-200/2 8 Ape Zoom lens,
*5

When used with the AF 800/4 Apo lens, autofocus cennot be used

For use with AF 200/2 8 Ape, AF 300/2.8 Apo, and AF 80074 Apo lenses only;
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Accessory Flash Units
A number of accessory flash units are available
for use with the 80001,

Maxxum Flashes 5200i, 3200i and 2000

These units are designed specifically for use
with Maxxum i-system autofocus cameras, in-
cluding the 8000i. They can be guickly and se-
curely attached to the camera’s accessory shoe.

Maxxum Fiash 5200i features a guide number
of 171 {in feet), and offers such advanced fea-
tures as auto power zoom from 24mm to 85mm,
variable power level, ratio control for multiple
flashes, and a multi-burst flash function.

Maxxum Fiash 3200i features a guide number
of 105 {in feet}, and automatically zooms to
provide appropriate flash coverage for 28mm to
85mm lenses. The Masxxum Flash 20001, with a
guide number of 66 (in feet), is a good choice for
situations where less flash power is needed.




Macro Flash 1200AF Set-N

Macro Flash 1200AF Set-N is a specially de-
signed unit that attaches to the 8000i via the
Flash Shoe Adapter FS-1100. This unit has
four flashtubes that can be controlled sepa-
rately for versatile lighting control. Four focus-
ing lamps provide illumination for focusing and
TTL flash metering ensures accurate exposure
at closeup and macro ranges. Used with the
8000i, this unit fires whenever the shutter is
released, regardiess of the exposure mode se-
lected.

Other Flashes

The Flash Shoe Adapter F$-1100 must be used
to attach the Maxxum Flash 4000AF, 2800AF,
or 1800AF to the Maxxum 8000i. Used with fhe
8000i, these units fire whenever a picture is
taken, regardless of the exposure mode selec-
ted.

The AF illuminators in the 4000AF, 2800AF and
1800AF do not operate when used with the
Maxxum 8000i. However, the camera’s built-in
AF ilfluminator provides for low-light autofo-
cusing. When using Maxxum Flash 4000AF,
the far limit of the fiash range displayed on its
data panel may be larger than the actual max-
imum distance. f your subject is close to the
maximum distance, it may be underexposed.
Sufficient exposure is confirmed by the glowing
OK EXP signal; confirmation of sufficient ex-
posure is also given by rapid blinking of the
viewfinder's flash ready signal,
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Accessory Backs

Data Back DB-7 permits imprinting of time and
date information on the film, including year/
month/day in three possible sequences, and
day with 24 hour time, or time with indication for
a.m. and p.m.. A single 3-volt lithium battery is
installed at the factory and supplies power for
data imprinting and for the automatic calendar

and clock.

Program Back PB-7 can be used to imprint the
date, day with 24-hour time, consecutive num-
bers or fixed numbers. An intervalometer func-
tion allows you to take pictures at preset in-
tervals, and to make timed long exposures. For
maximum versatility, the data imprinting, inter-
valometer, and long-exposure functions can be
used together.




Remote Cord RC-1000L and RC-10008

A remote cord should be used for taking long
exposures (bulb setting), or anytime camera
shake is likely to affect pictures. Autofocusing
and metering are both activated by pressing the
cord’s release button. RC-1000L is 16.5 ft. {5m}
long, and RC-1000S is 20 in. {0.5m} in length.

Wireless Controlier IR-1N Set

The Wireless Controller IR-IN Set enables cord-
less, remote-control photography from up o
200 feet away. Single-frame and continuous
film advance are both possible. Separate re-
ceivers can be used to control up to three cam-
eras at the same time.
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Max. diameter

Case of lons Length of lens
Less than Less than
CH-800 | 2.3/4in. 2-3/8in.
Less than 2-3/8~3-15/18
CH-800L | 3.1/8 in. in.

Cases

Two camera cases are available as optional
accessories for the Minofta Maxxum 8000i. To
put the camera in iis case:

1. Attach the lens cap. {With the AF 35-80mm
or AF 80-200mm, close the lens cover.)

2. If azoom lens is attached to the camera, turn
the zoom ring until the lens barrel is at its short-
ast position.

3. Follow the diagrams to put the camera in its
case.



Holding Strap HS-7

Holding Strap HS-7 threads into the camera’s
strap eyelet, and can be used to help steady the
camera during operation.

User-Changeable Focusing Screen

Besides Maxxum 8000i's standard (Type G) Fo-
cusing Screen 7, two other screens are availa-
ble. Tweezers are supplied with each screen for
quick, simple replacement.

Type L screen has a grid pattern on a matter
field. This screen is useful for general and ar-
chitectural photography. Type S screen has
vertical and horizontal scales on a matte field,
and is useful for macro-, micro-, and astropho-
tography. Wide/center focus. and spot me-
tering areas are marked on each screen.

Evepiece Corrector 1000

Nine eyepiece-correction lenses are available
for dioptric adjustment of the eyepiece. These
lenses can be purchased separately and range
from -4 to +3 diopters. The lenses snap into the
camera's eyepiece frame.

Filters

Autofocusing can be done with these Minolta
filtters: L37 (LV), Y52 {yeilow), GO {green), 056
{orange}, R60 {red), 1B (skylight}, A12(85),B 12
{80B), ND4X {two-siop neutral density),
Minolta Portrayer filters, and Minolta Polarizing
{Circular} filters.

Use of Other Filters

When using filters other than those listed here,
the autofocus system may not function as de-
sired. For best results, we recommend sither
that you focus manually with the filter attached,
or attach the filter after autofocusing.

Minolta Polarizing (Circular} Filter

To reduce or eliminate reflections and glare
from glass, water, or other non-metallic sur-
faces, Minolta’s Polarizing (Circular} Filter
shoulid be used. i a regular polarizing filter is
used, metering may not function properly.
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APPENDIX

Operation Chart: Standard and Alternate Settings

Function Standard Setting® Alternates
Focus AF M
Focus Area wide center
Exposure P AS.M
Exposure Adjustment 0 up to =4 stops**

Metering multi-pattern centerweighted, spot
Film Drive single frame continuous
Self-timer off on

Multiple Exposure off on

* Standard settings are selected when the program-reset button is pressed.

** Adjustable in 0.5 stop increments




Viewfinder and Data Panel Exposure Warnings

Data Display Mode Cause Solution
PA SM Light level beyond metering | If the subject is too bright:
e range use a neutral density filter
Light level beyond coupling | if the subject is too dark:
P range increase the light level or
use a flash
Light level beyond coupling | Open up or stop down the
A range aperture so that the shutter
speed display stops blinking.
Light level beyond coupling | Set a faster or slower shutter
S range speed so that the aperture

display stops blinking.
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TECHNICAL DETAILS

Type: 35mm SLR with intelligent control of
autofocus (AF), autoexposurelAE) and auto
film transport systems

Lens Mount: Minolta A-type bayonet; accepts
all Maxxum AF fenses

Autofocus System: Minoita’s through-the-
lens (TTL) phase-detection type with wide
charge-coupled device{CCD) sensor; sensi-
tivity range: EV O 1o 18 at ISO 100 in ambient
light;Predictive focus control; built-in AF illu-
minator automatically activated in low light,
low contrast conditions; range: 3.3 to 30 feet
{1 10 9@ meters}, based on Mingcita’s standard
test method using a 50mm {/1.4 lens

Manual Focusing: Visually on Acute-Matte
viewfinder screen and/or by monitoring
viewfinder focus indicators

Metering: TTL type, with three selectable
modes: multi-pattern, in which the metering
pattern of a six-segment cell is modified
hased on input from the autofocus system,
center-weighted average, and spot; six-seg-
ment silicon photocell {SPC) on pentaprism
for ambient light, second SPC at botlom of
mirror box for TTL flash metering

Autoexposure (AE} range: EVOto 20withISO
100 film and 50/1.4 lens

Exposure Modes:

Program AE: Automatic multi-program selec-
tion sets autoexposure program, based on
lens focal length in use; shutter speed and
aperture determined by autoexposure {AE)
program

Shutter-priority AE: Any speed from 1/8000 to0
30 sec., selectable in full stops, aperture set
automatically by autoexposure program

Aperture-priority AE. Any available aperture
selectable in half-stops, shutter speed set
steplessly from 1/8000 to 30 sec. automati-
cally by autoexposure program.

Manual: Any shutter speed and aperture com-
binationusable: correctexposureandunder-/
over-exposure indicated in viewfinder,
“huilb’ setting for long exposure.



TTL Flash Metering: Operates in all exposure
modes with dedicated units; shutter X-sync
speed set gautomatically when flash-on signal
appears in viewfinder; in P or A modes,
pressing spot-metering button sets slower
shutter speed (down to 30 sec.} for increased
background exposure

Program AE: Automatic setting of aperture and
shutter speed between 1/200and 1/20 sec.
according to lens focal length; flash fires au-
tomatically when required.

Shutter-priority AE: Same as Program AE
mode.

Aperture-priority AE: Shutter speed automati-
cally set to 1/200 sec.; any available
aperture usable.

Manual: Any shutter speed 1/200 or slower,
and any available aperture usable; speed au-
tomatically reset to 1/200 sec. when flash-
on signal appears if manually set speed is
higher.

Exposure Controls: Exposure adjustment;
range: & 4 stops, set in half-stop increments;
program shift in half stops for temporary
selection of other programmed aperture-
shutter speed settings; multiple exposure
function

Shutter: Electronically controlled vertical trav-
erse focal-plane type; automatic speeds: in
program and aperture-priority AE modes,
stepless 1/8000 to 30 sec. with nearest half-
stop setting displayed; in shutter-priority AE
and manual modes, 1/80001t0 30 sec. in full-
stop settings; bulb, in manual mode, for fong
exposures

Shutter-release button: Pressing button part-
way down activates autofocus and metering
systems; pressing button all-the-way down
releases shutter; in AF mode, shutter can be
released only when subject is in focus (focus-
priority operation}
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Controls: Buttons for manual start of film

rewind, self-timer, focus hold, spot metering;
focus-mode switch; setting control for pro-
gram shift, aperture (A mode), shutter speed
{shutter-priority AE mode and manual mode);
setting control in combination with a second
control for: manual film speed settings, me-
tering pattern, drive mode, focus area, expo-
sure mode, exposure adjustment, aperture
{manual exposure mode), and multiple expo-
sure; pressing program reset button sets
camera to program mode, single-frame ad-
vancs,autofocusing with wide focus area,
and cancels any exposure adjustment and
self-timer or multiple-exposure settings

Film-speed setting: Automatic setting for DX-

coded ISO 25 to 5000 film; for films without
DX coding, previous film-speed setting is
retained; manual setting in 1/3 stop in-
crements from IS0 25 10 6400

Film Transport: Automatic with built in motor

drive: auto threading, auto advance to first
frame, single frame advance or continuous
advance at up to 3 frames per second, auto-
matic rewind and manual start of automatic
rewind; advancing frame counter in data
panel; shutter lock and data pane! display
when film is loaded incorrectly

Viewfinder: Eve level fixed pentaprism shows

92% of vertical by 94% of horizontal field of
view; magnification 0.75X with 50mm lens
at infinity; standard acute-matte screen (Type
G} shows wide/center focus areas and spot
metering area on matte field



Data Displays:
Data Panel: Liquid-crystal display (LCD} in-

cludes indicators for film speed, shutter
speed, card name (when card is activated),
exposure adjustment, aperiure, exposure
mode, manual focus, battery condition,self-
timer, frame number, film transport, meter-
ing pattern, drive mode, focus area, multiple
exposure and active card; automatically illu-
minated in low light

Viewfinder: LED focus and flash-on indicators,

and flash-ready signal; illuminated LCD
readout for focus area, shutter speed, film
speed {when set), card name (when acti-
vated), exposure adjustment, over-/under-
exposure {manual exposure mode), aperture
and meter pattern

Power: 6-volt 2CR5 lithium battery powers

camera; automatic battery check when cam-
era is turned on; battery condition indicated
by four-stage indicator in data panel; shutter
locks when battery is exhausted, main
switch with LOCK and ON positions

Self-timer: Electronic with 10-second delay;
cancelable; operation indicated by blinking
LED

Others: Cushioned eyepiece frame, eyepiece
cap, film window, remote-control socket, car-
rying strap

Size and weight: 6 x 3-11/16 x 2-11/16 in.
(153 x 93 x 89mm); 21-3/16 oz. (600g}
without lens and battery

Optional Accessories: Accepts all Maxxum AF
lenses, Maxxum Flashes 2000i, 3200i and
52001, Macro Flash 1200 AF Set-N, Creative
Expansion Cards, Data Back DB-7, Program
Back PB-7,Wireless Controller IR-1N Set,

dioptric eyepiece correction lenses, Remote-

Cord RC-1000 L and Remote Cord RC-1000
S, Evepiece Correctors, and flash accessories
including off-camera cables and connectors,
user-changeable Acute-matte Focusing
Screens 7.

Specifications subject to change without notice.
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13. CARE AND STORAGE

® Always keep your camera in its case with the
lens capped when not in use, or with a body cap
on when a lens is not attached.

@ No part of the camera should be forced at any
time.

® 72-exposure cartridges and Polaroid instant
35mm films cannot be used.

#® Never subject your camera to shock, high
heat, humidity, water, or harmful chemicals. Be
particularly careful not to leave it in the glove
compartment or other places in motor vehicles
where it may be subjected to high temperatures.
@ Never lubricate any part of the camera body or
lens.

@ Never touch the shutter curtains, mirror, or
the front inside parts of the body or clean them
with compressed air. Doing so may impair their
alignment and movement.

#® External camera surfaces andlens barrel - but
not glass surfaces- can be cleaned by wiping
with a dry or silicone-treated cloth. After use at
the seashore, use a cloth moistened with a
small amount of fresh water to remove any
accumulated salt, then wipe dry with a clean
cloth. Never use organic solvents to clean the
camera.

# Never touch the lens or eyepiece surfaces
with your fingers. Whisk away loose matter
with a biower brush. To remove stubborn spots,
use a sheet of photographic lens tissue. if nec-
essary, tissue may be moistened with one drop
of lens-cleaning fluid; Never place fiuid directly
on glass surfaces.

8 We recommend that you have your camera
cleaned once a year at an authorized Minolta
service facility.

® If you plan to store your camera for an
extended period of time, rewind and remove the
film, then remove the battery. Place thecamera
in a cool, dry place away from dust or chemicals,
preferably in an airtight container with a drying
agent such as silica gel. Also, itis recommended
that you periodically release the camera’s shut-
ter 10 mainiain proper working condition.
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Pressure plate®

Focus-hold button {P.27)

Eyepiece cup Spot button (P.45)
1

Back-cover release
P10}

Film Window

Card door {(P.12, 19, 52}

Seif-timer button {P.52)

Rewind button (P.19}
Card-adjust bution

Accessory-back

/ DX contacts™ % Sprocket contacts”

§
i
Tripod socket §§

Film chamber (P.10} Film-leader index
P11 ; Card-eject slide
Battery-cover lock {P.8} i
* DO NOT TOUCH Remote-control terminal {P.55}

For information on specific parts, refer to the

page numbers shown in parentheses.



& This camera is not waterproof. If it comes in
contact with water, wipe it with a dry cloth and
bring it to an authorized Minolta Service facility.
@ [fthe camera is subjected to a sudden change
in temperature, as when transforming it from a
cold environment into a heated building, con-
densation may form inside. To prevent con-
densation, place the camera in a sealed plastic
bag before transferring it from a cold place to a
warm environment, and wait for it to come to
room temperature before taking it out of the bag.
® After prolonged storage, and especially before
taking pictures at an important event.carefully
check the operation of the camera and lens.
® The operating range for camera’s data panel is
from -4 10 122°F {-20 to 50°C). At tempera-
tures outside this range, response time and
contrast will change, making the display diffcult
to read. At very high temperatures, a display
may temporarily darken. I this occurs, the dis-
play should return when the camera is restored
1o operating range conditions.

& The Maxxum 8000i contains no user-serv-
iceable parts. Do not attempt to disassemble or
repair the camera yourself,

® The Maxxum 8000i's circuitry may switch off,
event when a battery with sufficient power is
installed. To resume operation, remove the
battery and install it again.

Save the camera box and packing material
When shipping your camera, carefuily repack it
in the box, insure adequately, and use a reliable
delivery service.

Before shipping vour camera for repairs, contact
your nearest authorized Minolta service facility.
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